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Manufacturing of fully autonomous weapons and their
use in the war from the perspective of Islamic Shariah
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Abstract:

In the contemporary era, rapid advancements and ground-breaking
innovations are transforming every aspect of life, including the field of
warfare. New technologies, weapons, and combat systems are being
developed at an unprecedented pace. Alongside these developments,
critical debates continue to emerge regarding ethical and legal use.
Some scholars examine these issues through the lens of international
law, while others approach them from the perspective of Islamic
jurisprudence. So, what is the position of Autonomous weapons in the
view of Islamic Shariah? What is the opinion of Exegetes and Jurist in
this regard? This paper answer it. Among these modern innovations are
killer robots or autonomous weapons systems. These weapons are
powered by Artificial Intelligence (Al), enabling them to identify,
target, and destroy enemies independently without direct human
intervention. While this subject has received considerable attention in
international legal discourse and from the of Islamic Shariah dimension
as well. Furthermore, this paper seeks to introduce and examine these
weapons in light of the Qur’an, Sunnah, classical commentaries (Tafsir),
and juristic opinions, especially focusing on detailed legal rulings (fighi
text). The objective is to determine whether the use of such autonomous
weapons can be deemed permissible within the framework of Islamic
Shariah.

Keywords: Manufacturing, Autonomous weapons, Islamic Shariah,
use, war.
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Robot: A machine that is programmable, that can sense its
environment and that can manipulate its environment.
Robots can have all shapes and sizes and can be designed
for a great variety of function. A machine needs at least

some minimal autonomy to be called robot.'
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1. Fully autonomous: In this mode the unmanned system
operates without human intervention and executes the
assigned mission.

2. Semi-Autonomous: This is the type in which the
unmanned system has the capability to autonomous
decisions with the help of human interaction. This
system requires some level of human intervention.

3. Tele-operated system: In this type the unmanned
system receives feedback and direction from a human
being who is away from the machine.

4. Remotely Controlled system: This is the lowest type
of autonomous system in which the machine is in need
of continues human intervention and the system entirely
relies on the human input.®
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I.  Human-in-the Loop Weapon: In this system the weapon
can select and attack the target only with the command of
human being.

I[l.  Human-on-the Loop Weapons: In this type the weapon
can select the target and execute the mission under the
observation of a human being. Further, the human, in this
system, has the ability to override the action.

I1l.  Human-out-of- the Loop Weapons: This is the most
advanced type in which the weapon can select and attack
the target without any need of human intervention
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Artificial Intelligence (Al) is intelligence demonstrated
by machines, as opposed to the natural intelligence
displayed by humans or animals.*
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Artificial Intelligence (Al): Software that equips a
computerized system (e.g. robot) with some, usually very
specific, human-like capabilities such as pattern
recognition, text parsing and planning problem-solving.
This form of Al is already being utilized in many everyday
applications (e.g. word processing). The term "strong
artificial intelligence™ refers to machine intelligence at, or
above, the human level and is a distant long-term research
goal. According to most estimates, strong Al may arrive

after 2030.°
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